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** Write, Blessed are they which aré called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”
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Has not the Savior come as the
Bridegroom ?
Parable of the ten virging  Matthew xxv.
V.1. *'Chen shall the kingdom of heaven be likened
unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went
forth to meet the bridegroom.

marked the signs which were 10 indicate that the|
Son of Man must be near, according o his word,
is giving the meat in due season to the household;
and the evil servant saith in his heart, My Lord
delayeth is coming, and begins to smite his fellow
servants, (the wise and faithful)) and to eat and
drink with the drunken,—then the kingdom of
heaven ¢hall be likened unto these virgins which
went forth to meet the bridegroom.

Let us hiere for & moment consder this question,
How are we to understand this parable # Is Christ|
to come in a distinet character, represented by the
bridegroom, or is his coming, as King of kings, 10
be like the coming of a bridegroom in a marriage
arrangement ? In other parables we invariably
understand that some distinet office, character, or
work of Christ, is preseuted to our view. In the
parable of the Tares of the Field, we understand the
man who sowed good seed in his field to bring to
view the Son of God, as Creator and Proprieior of
the world, his agency in counteracting the malice
of the devil, and the process by which he will en.
tirely destroy his works. In the parable of the
Nobleman, we understand 1o be taught, distincily,
the fact that our Lord has ascended up on high, to
receive his kingdom and to return,& the manner in
which he will dispose of his professed people and
the world at large, when he shall have received the|

|

|answer :—** And

‘ Come
Lamb’s wife."

|of the children of Israel. On the east, three gates

ecity had twelve foundations, and in them the name
of the twelyve apostles of the Lamh,”
The testimony of Paul agrees with that of John

|the mother of us all.”

under the new covenaat in its perfecied siale, A

the new Jerusalem.

the Bride and Bridegroom ¥

cording o Caimet, (Die.
seem that " the King who made a marriage for hi

Bridegroom, * and the Fpirit,”” Rev. xxii. 17, th

kingdom and returned. So the parable of the Vinef
and Branches —The Sheep-fold-—The Vineyard let|

Friend of the bride.
4. Who are the virgins, their compaoions ?

there came unto me one of the|
| seven angels, which had the seven vials full of the
seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying,
| hither, I will shew thee the biide, the
Apd he carried me away in the
| Spirit 10 a great and high moustain, and shewed |
" Then—at the time | W€ that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending |
when the faithful and the wise servants, having | out of heaven from God, having the glory of God ;
and her Jight was like unlo a stone most precious,
|even like a jasper-stone, clear as erysial : and had
|a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and
|at the gates twelve angels, and names written
|thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes

on the north, three gates; on the south, three gates;
[and on the west, three gates. And the wall of the||

‘* But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is
Gal. iv. 26. What Old Jer-
lusalem was to the Church under the old covenant,||
that the New Jerusalem is 1o be, 10 the Church

Jehovah declares that he married the old Jerusalem,
Ezekiel xvi., so the Son of God is o be married to

3. Who may be the paranymphs—the friends of
1f, as Dr, Clarke in-
furms vs, (notes on John iii.) it was their olfice to||
make the covenant between the parties ; and, ae-||
1. Marringe,) * 1o per-||
form the ceremonies of the wedding,” it would

Son,” Matt. xxii. 2, must be the Friend of thel|

01}

6. When dues the marriage of the Lumb take
| pluce—before or after he cumes, as the King of
| glory, 10 make his paople immortal # Now let us
';ln'l'p 0 mind these difierent parts of the scene,
and it may not be »o difficalt 10 settle this queslion
as might be at first supposed, viz., the coming of
the Bridegroom “ o the warriage,” the marriage
iilmill" and the marriage supper. 1t must be evident
(to all that the coming of the Bridegroom to the
| marriage, precedes the marriage, and both of these
precede the marriage =upper ; and if we can tell
at what point in the process the people of God
| actually meet the Savior, we can tell whether they
\arrive at that point by the folfillment of this
| parable. :

| In what characrter, then, do they meet him ? Not
|as the Eridegroom coming to the marringe, but as
| the King of glory—the lord returning frem the wed-
ding. Luke xii. 35—87. Is it not clear, then, that
i the coming of the Bridegroom, in the sense of the
parable, and the marriage itself, must precede the

|change to a state of immortality ? But, 6. Where
|is the marriage to take place? As the Lord Jesus
|18 10 receive for himself a kingdom before he re-
| turns, and as the New Jerusalem is to be the me-
|tropolis of his kingdom—the City of the great
| King—il is evident that his inavguration must tare
| place hefore his coming as the King of glory. And
|50, on the ling of *the nth angel," * great
| voiees in heaven,” proclaim

“ The kingdnms_ of this world are hecome

The kingdowm of our Lord, #:_ip Christ!
And Tie shall réigii forever and ever !
Althvugh he is *the appointed heirof all things,"

¥ “inthe world 10 come,” and the decree has given
#him * the heathen for his inheritance and the ut-

5

8

| terimost parts of the earth for his possession,” still,

out to Husbandmen, &ec., &c. These all make | these Cfilmel says: “A number ol young peopltl g dovs not receive his kingdom, in fact, till the
known some distinct office, character, or work of| kept him [the bridegroum] company during thel o o000 op Days sits in judgment. Then one like

Christ, which are frequently and plainly brought to
view in other portions of the word of God.

Now, il Christ is spoken of in the character of
Bridegroom, and the word of God informs us of a
marriage seene in which he is to be present as|
the Bridegroom, why should we suppose that this
parable speaks of his coming as the King of glory,
and not as the Bridegroom to the marriage. [t cer-
tainly seems clear that it is the coming of the
Savior as the Bridegroom, aund not as the King of
glory, of which this parable speaks; and the won-
der now is, that we should have confounded one
with the other as we have,

Let us proceed. Are there, now, any reasons for
supposing that the Bridegroom has come, in the
sense of the parablé ? lo answering this question
several particulars need to be understood. Tn every
marringe arrangement there were the bridegroom
and bride ; the paranymphe ; (called in Juhn iii.
29, and Judges xiv, 20, friends of the bridegroom,
of whom there were two—one 1o wail on the bride
the other on the bridegroom,) the companions or
virgins, Judges xiv. 11, Psalm zlv. 14; and the
guests. There must also be a time and place for
the marriage.

Does the word of God give us any infor-
mation upon these particulars in the case of]
the marriage of the Lamb? 1. Who is the
Bridegroom ¥ It is hardly necessary to answer,
The Son of God, Matthew ix.14, 15 ; Johu iii. 29

_1duys of the weddi

history of Samson, Judges xiv. and Cant, v. 1

4 ; ii, 7 iii. 5; viii. 4; Psalm xlv, 8, 14, 15. . ..

bride the evening before the wedding.
is such a wedding song.

in Rev, xix. 6,77

and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying,
Halleluiah !
For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth !

For the marriage of the Lamb is come,
And his wife hath made herself ready

kL

ble.

2. Whoe is the Bride? Let the Revelator

time of the marriage feast.—Matt. xxii, 8—14.

ng, to do him honor; as alsoe
|young women kept company with the bride all
| this time, [usually seven days.] The companions
of the bridegroom are expressly mentioned in the

The friends and companions of the bride sang the|
Epithalamiuvm, or wedding song, at the door of the
Psalm xlv. ||
The ceremony of the|
wedding was performed with grear decorum, the |
young people of each sex being kept separate, in
distinet apartments, and at dificrent 1ables,—( Dic.)

May not the companions of the bride, then, be
brought 1o view, singing *the wedding song,”
And I heard the voice of a
great multitude, and as the voice of many waters,

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him,

The companions of the Bridegroom, also called
virgins, are evidently brought to view in the para-

5. Who are the guests ? All those who are
gathered from the highways, by the servants, who
are found with the wedding garment un at the

|| the Son of Man comes 1o the Ancient of Days, and
|' thew bring him near befure him, and there is given
{ him ** duminion, and glory, and a kingdom." Must
| not this aciual hestowment of power and territory

i be |dentical, as 10 time, with the marriage of the

viii. 13,) also the companions of the bride, Cant. i.] Lamb—if it be not indeed the event denoted by

|'biz  marringe 7—his innuguration in the holy
city—when “ the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David,” according to the words
of the angel Gabriel T Luke i. 32. Tt certainly is
very clear that it must be so. And if so, the com-
ting of the Bridegroom to the marriage must denote:
that change in his heavenly state, in which he
comes v the Ancient of Days to receive dominion,
| and glory, which we know must take place before
|he can come in his glory, and as he comes in his
|glory tw gather bis eleet, his coming as the Bride-
| grovm must precede his marriage, and the presentas
(tion of the * chosen ” guests at the marrage sup-
per, when the final'decision is made.

With these several particulars before the mind,
we are prepared to pruceed :—

Verse 2. * And five of them were wise,” careful,
provident, *and five were foolish,” careless, im-
provident.

Verses 3 and 4, “ They that were foolish," care-
less, improvident, * took their lamps, and ook no
oil with them : but the wise,” carelul, provident,
“ 100k oil in their vessels with their lamps.” These
lamps were evidently what we call (orches, made
bv winding a bunch of flax or cotton upon the end
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of a stick, and saturating it with oil; and as this
would soon burn out unless it were often supplied
with oil, the oil in the vessel for 1hat purpose, |
though a small matter in. itself, was in'lisp?nsal)ly!
necessary. The omission indieated a want of|[enth month,”
hearty interest in the marriage airangement., The
lamp, or torch, as a symbol, doubtless denotes the
Bible, as the oil does grace. Grace is 10 the word,
what oil is 1o the Jamp. The * vessels may de-
note the means of grace which are adapted and
designed 10 keep our lights burning. It is the
highest folly—ihe most fatal enrelessness, as to the
great purposes for which the word of God is given
10 men, 1o thiok of .deriving light from the word
of God, while we refuse, through pride, fear, or the
love of human praise, to avail ourselves of those
means of grace which are necessary to the under-
standing of its lessons, the ohservance of its re-

quirements, and the attainment of its promises,

A query may arise, in some minds, whether we
have had the true midnight ery, since it is found
that “all” who were looking for the Lord were not
particularly affected by the preaching of ** the sev-
But it is well known that the uni-
versal termns, all, every, &c. are not always to be
understood in the absolute sense; and even if the
term **all ™ is to be so understuad in this case,is it
not true that “all these” who weat forth in the be-
ginning of the Advent movement, also arose. from
their slumbering aud sleeping in the seventh month?
Certain it is that the “ery ™ originated, humanly
speaking, and did its chiel work in that part of the
great field which was first visited with the Advent
doctrine in its more general form. And as that was
the only section in which the interest had passed
the erisis, which was followed by the slumbering
and sleeping, so it was the only one which could
be, or needed to be, affected by the cry, Those

Ver. 5. * While the bridegroom tarried they all||Who had ot had time to fall into tnat state, alter
slumbered and slept.” The wice slumbered, the|{receiving the Advent truth, could not be arcused
foolish slept. Every one knows the difference be- ;I' rom it. Is it not as evident that we have had the’
tween these two states, naturally ; and hetween thel[¢ry, as that the virgins have gone forth to meet the

states with which they correspond, spiri tually.

|[Bridegroom, or that we have had the tarrying time?

Ver. 6. “And at midnight there was a cry made, | Would it not be as dangerous to expect the ery
Behold, the bridezroom cometh ! go ye oul to meet hereafter as to Inok inio the future for any of the
him.” If other parts of the parable had spoken of way-marks by which we have been guided in the
days or nights, it might be supposed at onee that [|[Past?  We should not give up that we have had
this “midnight " was a chronological mark ; though the ery, vuless God should give us something more
it may be understood in that light, it is mare likely [[like it; and how that can be, it would be difficult
to express the state of things when the ery is||'o tell,

made—the security of midnight. Vs. 7, 8, 9. “Then

all thoee virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.
And the foolish said unto the wise, Give vs of your
oil, for our lamps are gone out; but the wise an-
swered, saying, Lest there be not enough for usand || that. “And that servant
you, go ye rather to them that sell, and huy for
yourselves,.” The “not 50 ™ of our version, sup-
plied by the translaturs, gives the answer of the
wise virgins a harshness thatdes not belong to it,
The reading here dhed is outhorized hy |the best
critics. (See Dr. Clarke.) They had proceeded

And here it may be proper to remark, that it is
of 1he greatest importance that we understand our
true Bihle position. Our special duties, our trials,
our safety, must depend, in a great measure, upon
which knew his lord's
will, and prepared not himself, neither did accord-
ing to his will, shall be beaten with may stripes.”
Luke xii. 47. I we have the means of knowing
the will of God, we st use them ; if it can be
known, it must be by the word of God. If we are
where Lot’s wife is 1o be particularly remembered,

were his among the living were changed, and these
all were caught up together to meet him in the
clonds, to be forever with the Lord.” These are
precisely the ideas we have attached to the words ;
but is there anything like them here # Certainly
not. [twill be seen, then, at once, as indeed the
form of speech requires, that the parable is o be in-
terpreted in the epiritual or figurative sense : and as
no one supposes that Christ will be married, as hu-
man beings are married, the only puint to be settled
i3, What is denoted hy lhn,mming af the bridegroom
to the marriage? Does il refer to some distinet
event, or 10 nothing in particular 7 If it does refer
to any particular event, what is that event 7

All who give the text a particular reference will
admit that it applies 1o the period of the second
advent. Now there are but two events to which it
can be supposed to refer. 1. To his uniting him-
self 10 his church—the members—in their glorified
state, or, rather, that they may be glorified.
2. To his actual inauguration, or coronation, as the
.+ Lord of the whole earth;” the reception of
“the throne of his father David,” 10 * reign
forever and ever;” when they shall call Jeru-
salem the throne of the Lord: and all the na-
tions shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the
Lord, to Jerusalem ; neither shall they walk any
mure alter the imaginations of their evil heart,"—
Jer.iii. 17. s not this the throne of his glory, on
which the Son of man shall sit, when he shall come
in his glory, and all the holy angels with him ?—
Mantt, xxv, 31.

We are aware that the prevailing opinion, which
supposes the church to be the bride, is so deeply
rooted, that it is difficult to see that anything else
can be the truth, although it may be acknowledged
by those who ho!d on to it, that it is not easy to
harmenize the word of God witn that supposition.;
But it must be seen at once, that while the relation
between husband and wife is oceasionally referred
10, as illustrative of the relution between Christand
believers, the * allegory,” as Paul ealls i1, in its

80 far as companions, and the wise would have aid- |and the faintness of Esau is felt, and his tempta- cdmp_lele form, runs thus : un-j_ef_lhe ﬂl}l_cqxgp%ﬂl,
ed the foolish, if it could have heen done with safe-||tions are before us, why, this is the time to flee, ‘%9{1_19"{tg?__b95.'?3na, “ Jemsalumrn “ the Infxd or
y to themselves; while they pity them, theylinnd nat to think of friends or treasure in Sodom— country is the WIft':.anfi"lhc church are the children.
give them 1he only advice which can he of||the time for dilizence in avoiding the roots of bit-|| Hos.i.; Ezek. xvi.xxiii. xxiv. 15—27; Gal. |\T:95. L Ll
any servica. V. 10, ** And while they went to buy, || terness that may trouhle us,and the profanity which U“‘!’!‘ the new cuveaant, Christisthe-husband, the’

LTt i

the bridegroom came; and they that were ready||may dispose us to barter onr birth-right. I we
went in with him to the marringe : and the door{|have only the gleanings after the harvest is done

was shut.” The same carel which disy

to perform, it is not the time for sowing. If we

them to go forth without oil, at first, seems 10 have | 1ave 2ot into the still waters of pence and safety
marked this last effort also. The advice could not || Which are 1o mark our entrance inta the harbor of]
have been a mockery ; they did not follow it as they |'he viernal city, let us not be afflicted that we have
should bave dore. “Vs. 11,12 “Afierward came al.| "0t the siir and excitement of the broad ocean, If
80 the other virgins, saying, Lord, lord, open unto|| %€ have come to the marriage, and are now in the
us. But he answered and said, Verily [ say unto|{EUest-chamber, where all depends on our keeping
you, I know you nmot.” The master of the house| " g1rments, as we have only the final examina-

has risen up, the careless are 100 late.

Now we are prepared 10 ask, Does this parahle
give a history of the Adventisis, or nui 7 Did they

J[tion of the King 1o pass, it is too late for the slum
}F}elil}g and sleeping viiging 1o be aroused by th
ery, “Go ye vul to meet the Bridegroom !”

not take their Bibles and'go forth, expecting 10 mvel
the Lord in "437 When hat time passed did he

mot tarry to them 7 Did they not then stumber and
sleep? Have they nut heard ihe vry, Behold,* the

[Mas Tne Briveswoom come ?

HBridegroom comeh, go ve out 1o poeet him ! and
did they not then arise and trim their lamnps ¥ Sure-
ly our histury is a perfect fulfilment of 1he parahle,
and if so, they have their lamps now trimmed and
burning, and are waiting their Lord’s return from

the wedding, or they have gone to buy. e

The decision of this question must  depend upon
what is 10 he understood by his comiag to the mar-
riage. Il means his coming in glory, he has not
so come. I it means some other event, which is to
precede his coming in glory, though intimately
connected with it, the Bridegroom may have come
in the sense of the parable. But will it not be spir-

If this is not our present position, then we have | ifualizing 1o onderstand the text to refer to any-
been wrong in every position behind us, for just|| thing but his coming as the King of Glory 7 We

such a path must be travelied by 1hose who meet
the Lord. IF this is the agsition of the virgins,then
the Lord may come at any moment, and must of
necessity come quickly ; but il this is not their posi-
tion, the Lord canuot come 1ill they arrive at just

such a point,

have 1aken it for granted that it does speak of his
coming in glory, and have read the text, in our
minds, as if it read, * And while they went to buy,
the Lord himsell descended from heaven witha

New Jerusalem the wife, and belioyers, the chil-
dren. Gal. iv. 26—31. Bat the words of the Rev-
elator must sertle the question with all those who
do not see fit to “add w the words of the propheey:"
and he informs us that “the bride,the Lamb’s wife,"
is “that great city, the holy Jerusalem.” Ifthat is
the explanation of the symbol, who will presume to
give another explanation 1o that explanation ?
But it will he asked, s that city, of stone walls
and gates and foundati vng,to be the bride of Chrisi?
Can a city mak~ hersell ready ¥ Is it 1he bride—
the city—that says with the Spirit, * Comef ™
Whatever may pertain 10 the city, that certinly is

pray, why may not a city be perzonified,in the sym-
bolic imagery of the word of Guod, and made 1o
speak and act, as well as * the flonds clap their
haods, and the trees rejoice ¥ Surely it is not
difficnlt to see how a city may make bersell’ ready,
especiaily when we read, in explanation: “And 10
her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine
linen,” in order to be ready. Comp. Ezek. xvi.10,
13. But this * fine linen is the righteousness of
saints.” Yes, the holy cily is indebied 1o the same
grace for her purity, that the saints are indebted to
for theirs.

Again, it is objected, that * the church, made up
of believers, is brought 1o view as sustaining the
'same relation to Christ that the wile does to

shout, with the voice of the archangel and the trump

of God—the dead in Christ were raised, those who|f h

the husband.” Very true. * The husband is the
|head of lluud-vLil'-.t even as (‘:hrlll is the head of the

; h ; an 1 love their wives,even

what is called “the bride; the Lamb's wifi.? Aad |



" married 1o herat his retarn, which isno where sta.

¢ lwo acls.

{ asmuchas it would be out of all order 1o make the

* has gone to prepare a place for us; with them it

Rdu. Mivvor

e

as Christ also loved the church.”—Eph, v, 23—25,
But is there any intimation that this relation be-|
tween Christ and the chareh is not to exist till he|
comes again ? or dves italready exist? Besides,
even if it were distinetly declared, as in the case of
' the city, that the church, in its members, was “ihe
bride,” or ** wile" of Christ, and that he was to be

| ted, it could unly Lie a matter of doubt which of the
| two acts could be referred to by * the marriage™ in
Lthe parable—the reception of the kingdom, eity,and
throne, or the reception of the members of his body
—the church. As it now is, there is searcely room
for a doubt. All the circumstances of the case are
elearly in fuvor of referring it to the former of the

In one case the relation has existed from the days
of the aposiles, in the other it was not to exist till
the time of the second advent, ‘The old and fa-
miliar “allegory” cannot be applied in one case,
without making the free-woman both * the moth-
er” and the “children.” The literal facts, on which
the parable is founded, are in favor of the holy city
as the bride: lor the Bridegroom, when he came o
the marriage, always “came" to the residence of the
bride’s father. And, finally, 10 reler the marriage
to theactual investment of Clirist with “the ihrone,’
makes it the means of marking a clearly-stated
event, which we all know is brought to view as
preliminary to his coming in glory, to gather his
elect, and to punish the wicked ; to refer it 1o the

. reception of the church, tho’ this is also an impor-
| tant eventdestroys the symmetry of the parable,in-

virgins and guests the bride or wile.

It will also be asked, * In what sense can it be
gaid, the Bridegroom came ¥ and how did the vir- ||
gins go in with Aim to the marriage ?  Of course it|
could be only ina sense which ageords with the
nature of the erent which the marriage denotes,—
The coming of the bridegroom would peint out
some change of work or office, on the part of our
Lord, in the invisible world; and the going in with
him a corresponding change on the part of his true|
people.  With him it is within the veil—where he|

is outside the veil, where they are to wait and keep
themselves ready till they pass in to the marriage
!I‘p[ll"l’

Whether the great transaction, denoted by the
marriage, has wken place, or not, we may not be
able to dezide ; but that the Bridegroom has come,
and that those who were ready have gone in with
him to the marriage, is at least possible ; and there
are some reasons for believing that to Le the
fact.

These reasons may be given in considering this
awlully serious question :—

Is THE poor Snur?
By this act is undoubtedly denoted the exclusi
from all farther access to saving merey, those who

have rejeeted ivs offers during their time of proba- 1

tion. And none will deny that whenever thef.

Bridegroom shall have come, that change in the
condition of the zreat mass of the world will have
taken place. T= there any evidence from the word
of God to shew that 1hat change is to 1ake place
any perceptible time hefore the Lord Jesus appears
in his glory—betore his people are made immortal
In the absence of all analogies, which might fairly
be referred to, we must rely upon the plain state-
meuts and facts brought to view in the word of|
Gaod. The necessary and natural order of events,
in which the question is involved, then, is thus pre-
sented : The Son of God sits at bis Father's right
hand ** until his enemies are made his footstool,"—
i. e. are given over lo him as enemies doomed 10

\for, 1. a part of his elect are under ffie dominion of

‘would seem that some time musi elapse, how
imuch we canrot iell,

'soul will be the only sgund that falls from the lips

fully 10 corr

.| death.—They are no longer the subjects of his in-|

lercessians,
the end."
This act, it is clear, must be the same as that
which is spoken of in the second Psalm, in which
the heathen are given to the Sun foran inheritance,
and the uttermost parts of the earth for a pusses-
sjon, whom he breaks with arod of iron, and dashes
to pieces like a potter's vessel,—lhe same that
marks the sounding of the seventh angel, when
great voices in heaven proclaim, * The kingdoms]
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord
and his Christ, anil Le shall reign foreverand ever,”
for there could be no propriety in sﬂ;ying they had|
hecome his, unless it were hy actual receptivn, as|
they had been his by grant long before. And lhnlli
act must precede his appearing to gather his elect,

This, we are assured, takes place * at

death, one of the enemies to be desttoyed, and he
will not destroy that enemy till he has been put into|
his hands ; and, 2. as he appears in his glory when
he appears 10 gather his elect, he must have re-
ceived that glory before he could appear in it.

Now, as it is almost impossible that this order of
events should not also require urder of time, it

‘between the closing ol
Christ’s intercessions for the world, and liis appear=
ing to gather his elect. Mav not that thne be
‘marked by the Lord himself—the first point by the
coming of the Bridegroom, when the kingdom of
heaven is likened unto the virgins who go in with
him to the marriage; the last point by his return
from the wedding, whea he shall receive them to
the marriage supper ?

Again, what is =aid of the foolish virgins seems
necessarily 1o fmply that the righteous are here,
after the door is xhot : * Afterward came also the
other virgins, saying, Lord, lord; v¥en unto us ™
Can such a prayer as that be offered, alter the ap-
pearing of the Lord of glory—after the resurrection
of the righteous dead, and the removal of all the
righteous to meet the Lord 2 Tmpossible. They
may call upon rocks and mountains 1o hide them
from the presence of the Lord, but after all that has
taken place, the wailings aud curses of an undone|

of those wha may find it possible, even to think ol
the neglected door of merey.
Once more, Il the parable is to be eonsidered. in
its most prominent features, the history of the peo
ple of God just prior 1o the eoming of the Lord, and
il there is good reason to helieve 1hat the history
of the Adventists is found there, it would seem 10
he as clear that the Brillezroon has come, and that
they who were ready have gone in with him to the
marriage, and that the door is shut, as thatany
other part ol the p1rnh1e kas been fulfilled, And
with this supposition the condition of things seems|
1. It is confessed, by thuse who
ould never be suspected of any deslte to favor ouﬂ
sition, that there has not been such a time of re-
igious indifference for many years. It may be
shown from a large number vl facts that the last
eases of spiritual interest g the  prolessed

nection with the end—that by all our ferms of light
we must be near the end—that the fulfillment of
the parable seems o place us after a movement,
such as we might expect that event to produee, and
from the state of things around us, and ainong us,
to say nothing of the harmony of the word of God,

not found in any other view,which it allords,—may

it not be fairly supposed that the Bridegroom Tas

come, That the door 7= sh
meet the King of ‘GLony ?

A few words on the practical results of thrfpur
sition and we are done. 1. How should we ex-
peet the world to regard the truth, supposing this |
position to be correet.  Why, that they w care |
hardly enough about it, to exeile interest :&H
lo give venl to a very severe curse, upon those
who believe it. Having rejected the truth—the
only means by which God can save men—and hav-

and thar we ml.lll. mn

l{ing turned away their ears with loathing from is:

warnings and promises, they would be perfectly
lulled to sleep by the ery of peace and safety. And
if there is any truth in the word of God, this is to
be the condition of the world when lei'll"'ﬁzslruc-
tion cometh—when they are surprised as by the
thiel in the night. And how do we pow find
it? Why, it would seem that God is speaking to

g-us as loudly,—by the ominous indifference, which

everywhere prevails around us, and which, in spite
of ourselves almost disarrus us, and makes us even
afraid of our chosen friends, lest we become infect-
ed beyond recovery,—as loudly as he has spoken
by the falling stars, the darkened sun;or by the
army of scoffers who have testified, a'mugh un-
willingly, for the truth. And dees it not say 1o us,
The judgment is here |

And from this spirit of indiffierence arises one of
our chiel trials and dangers. W2 ean hardly en-
dure it, that a cause so well susiained By the truth
of God, that has excited so wide an i t, and is
so fraught with promise in everythlnlg%:( can re-

joice the Christian heart, should sink into contempt.

We have been accustomed to ride upon the whirl-
wind and storm, it is difficult 10 accommodate our-
selves to the dead calm. With our old landmarks
all in sight we felt quite at home; now that we
have passed them,instead of keeping our eye stead-
ily vpon the lone promise that hangs vut like a
beacon light at the end of the voyage, the eye wan-
ders around the womacked horizon in fearlulness
that we have lost our track. But God iz with us
still; and the present, like every other inch of the
voyage, corresponds exactly with the chart, And
that assures us, that right in the midst of this dead
calm, our Forerunner, who has-gone to look out
the anchoring ground within the veil, is 10 appear
to bring in safely all that look for him. There is no
trouble nbout the old land marks, they have answer-

ed their purpose, look out for the Forerunner and
|all will be right.

2, But if the door is ahui is tnere anything more
Ji There may be something, |
though on any sup nmion there cannot be much |
more 10 be done. I we atiewpt to labor as we |

have done heretofure, itamounts to but little; if we |

churches were the result, direcily or indirectly,
of the Advent doctrine; that where that doetrine
has been avowedly opposed, and its believers silen-
eed, spiritual death has follnwed, our enemies be-
ing judges. And we do not know of a single ease
of noticable religious interest hut where the doc-|
trine is received, or at least not opposed ; and lhkse
cases are so limited in their extent and mlmber.
that they can form no objection to the ition

hould change our position and try 1o labor as others '
do, we could not expect 1o do any better than they/

do, and that is a little nearer to nuthing than we |
We must adjust ourselves to the Bible |
position, and see thart all our labors are * according

are doing.

to the will of God." Our great work is this: “Let
your loins be girded about, and your lights burniog ;
and ye yourzelves like unto men that wait for their
Lord when he will return from the wedding; that,

PP

that the door is shut, but rather go to confirm it.
May it not, therefore. be fairly supposed,—from
the lact that such an event, as that to which we

have referred the marriage, is to take place in con-

when he h and k , they may open unio
him immediately, Blessed are those servants whom
the lord, when he cometh, shall find watching !
Verily T say unto you, that he shall gird himself,

|nnd make them sit down to meat and come forth
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and serve lham. Am] il he shall come in the second |
watch, or come in the third watch, and find them
80, blessed are those servants.”

But can any sinners be converted if the door m.dnuh\‘ and in fact, it is with such aolnss only, few

- shut. Of course they ecannot, though changes thet
may appear to be conversions may take place. The
state of mankind before-God, would be very much as
it has been in coscs where communities have been
given up of God to destrnotion, While the great
mass were o be no longer the subjects of prayer or
counsel, individuals who differed in their apparent
character, were still the subjects of prayer and coun-
sel.  In the case of the Jews, in the days of Jeremi-
ah, their fate was decided, and he was commanded ,
not to pray for them or to lift up a ery for them. Jler. |
xi. 11—14 : xiv. 11. But still he was to, separate
the precious from the vile, (xv. 19,) and“when the
wrath came upon them, there was found a Baruch,
(xlv.) to be spared ; and there were others who were|
counseled and prayed for as the subjects of mercy,
conditionally. xlii. 9—12. So it was at the lime of
the Savior's ministry ; after he had pronounced their
doom and declared ** their house was left unto them
desolate,”” we know that ‘Individuals were the sub-
jects of mercy, and were actually brought to believe |/
in Christ,

And as it is & fundamental principle in the econo-|&"

my of heaven, that ** it is aceepted according to what
2 man hath,” we know that at the closing of the door
of merey, all who fear God and work righteousness,
according to the light they have, must be embraced
by the arms of his merey ; though as the measure of
light they have differs, the apparent form of their
character must differ. And there may be changes in
the form of their character, which we might call eon-

|mward character before God. That such may be

| versions, ﬂmugh it would imply no changc in their
{found, for whom we should labor, there can be no

lindeed is their number, that our labors are in any
sense successful, The few that make up this class,
would, therefore, form the limits of our labors for
others, cxeepting that we exhort one another,

But to think of laboring to convert the great mass

of the world at such a time, would be as idle as it| |
would hiave been for the Israelites, when lhay were| |
dOWn by the Red sea, to have turned about to convert|
Tt wuuld be labor lost, to say noth-|

‘the FL)‘ ptians,
ing of the ﬂ'mger we might incur upon our own souls,
Take heed to yeurselves. And if you ean do good to
others in the name of the Lord, do it. But let no
man take thy erown.

3. What must be the effect of this position upon
ourselves. If we may speak from experience, it will
be to revive the same carefulness and watchfulness,

pected to meet the King of glory, as much as Abra-
ham expected to offer his son, and we made the need-
ed preparation. Perbaps it was necessary that we
should take that step in the dark, since, as it was to
be so important a one, if not absolutely decisive, we
should not have taken it as we did, if we had seen it
as we now do. Let us hold fust, and be iﬂnﬂ! for
the call to the marriage supper of the Lamb

N. B. For the views advanced in this sheet, the
subscribers are alone responsible. It may be,
however, that their connection with other papers,
(the former with the * Advent Herald,” the latter
with the * Hope of Israel,”) may give rise to the
inquiry, * Why do these views appear in this
form?" The answer is, first, those who bear the

which we wera all waked up to in the seventh month.
True, it will occasion a good many fears, that we
may have let slip the words which we have heard,
and strayed fatally from the narrow path; butit will

____ . They will re-
fiirn to t'he narrow path, and seek lo remove every
spot from the soul, and take their position anew, with
\ eir loins girded about, and their lights burning, to
W‘Ell for the Lord.

4. Finally, if this should prove 1o be the true serip-
tural position, it makes all that has appeared to be
somewhat mysterious, perfectly plain. And yet we
shall see that our want of attention to the words of
the parable, was the occasion of the important trial

and test through which we have passed. We ex-

chiefl ibility of those papers, could not be
readily consulted, and it was not wished to urge
the publication of these views without such con-
sultation. Secondly, it was not desired to make
their circulation extend beyond our Advent friends ;

| and, thirdly, as it was believed that these views

might afford light and counsel and encouragement
to those who are waiting the Sou of God from
heaven, it was desired that they might be put in

‘| some form for that purpose as soon as possible.

ition for tion.—

‘We have no time or d
If these views are found worthy of reception, let
them be received ; if not, reject them. Prove all
things, hold fast that which is good.

A. Havs,
J. TurRNER.
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2 Souls for the marriage feast,

Robed and prepared;—

Holy must be such guests:
Jesus is there! X

Saints, wear your victory palms,.
Chant your celestinl psalms:

Bride of the Lamb, thy charms,
Oh! let me wear.

3 Heaven's bliss is perfect, pure—
Jesus is there!
Heaven's bliss is ever sure— i
Thou art its heir. .
What makes its joys complete—
‘What makes its hymns so sweet;
There we our friends will greet—
Jesus is there.




